                         Xiaoyan Ren 任孝严                       
                       xren13@illinois.edu

Education 

2022--      Ph.D. East Asian Languages and Cultures

           University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
2019--2022  M.A. English Literature
           Peking University, Beijing, China 
           GPA: 3.78/4.0

2015--2019  B.A. English Literature 

           Nanjing University, Nanjing, China  
           GPA: 4.57/5.0

           Excellent Graduate

Scholarships & Awards  
2023      EALC Summer Research Fellowship, University of Illinois

2022

TA Ranked Excellent by Students, University of Illinois

2020-2021  Merit Student Fellowship, Peking University

2018      National Scholarship, Nanjing University

Conference

2023  “‘Beyond Imperialism?’: Timothy Richard’s Christianized Reading of The Great Awakening of Faith 大乘起信论.” Paper for panel: “Mediating Beliefs and Realities: Rethinking the Role of Western Missionaries and Chinese Christians in Modern China.” Organizer: Aixin Yi. Chair: Eugenio Menegon. NEAAS at Wellesley College, to be held on Oct 14. 

2023  “Pathogen or Predisposition?: Daoist and Confucian Undertones of the Medical ‘Lao Worm 痨虫’ Theories in China.” Paper for panel: “Institutions and Individuals: The Construction and Dissemination of Medical Knowledge in China.” Organizer: Xinge Zhang. Chair: Kai-wing Chow. MCAA at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, to be held on Sept.30 - Oct.1. 

Invited Talks

2022     Guest lecture: “Reinventing Martial Arts: Louis Cha and the Wuxia Genre,” Oct 3, 
  2022. EALC 230: Popular Cultures of Contemporary East Asia. Instructor: Jinling 
  Chen.

2023    Guest lecture: “Fact, Fiction, Fans: Empresses in the Palace and Chinese Historical 
Drama,” to be given in October, 2023. EALC 230: Popular Cultures of  Contemporary East Asia. Instructor: Ming-sun Song.

Teaching Experience

2023 Spring  EALC 365: Contemporary Korean Society (TA)

            EALC 285: Introduction to Korea through Film (TA)

2022 Fall   EALC 230: Popular Cultures of Contemporary East Asia (TA, Ranked 




 Excellent by Students)

2021 Spring  Introduction to the Bible (TA)

Languages

Chinese (native), French (reading), Latin (preliminary), Japanese (in progress)

