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Spring, 2019 

TIME CLASSROOM 

Tuesday 13:00–14:30 & Friday 16:20–17:50 TBA 
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Kentaro Nakatani  <kentaron@konan-u.ac.jp> 

TEXTBOOK 

Selected articles on introductory linguistics 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The main goal for the course is to learn about basic concepts of linguistic theories and apply 

them to the analyses of the Japanese language in comparison with English. In doing so, the 

students will get to know some important linguistic features of Japanese.  

 

Language is a mental matter. If you did not have an appropriate linguistic mechanism in your 

mind (i.e., in your brain), linguistic inputs would be just gibberish. Linguistics is thus about 

how our mental knowledge and mechanisms enable us to understand and use languages. 

Usually, people cannot explicitly explain to foreigners how their native tongue works, and 

yet they unconsciously know how it works. Then, what do they know, exactly? What do 

English native speakers know, and what do Japanese native speakers know, unconsciously? 

We will try to address some of these questions. 

 

Obviously, English and Japanese are not historically related. So one may think that it is 

ridiculous to compare them. However, one may also find it surprising that there have been 

numerous comparative studies of English and Japanese published in the field of linguistics. 

Comparing historically unrelated languages is actually very important, because, if we find 

similar properties between them, these similarities cannot be attributed to the historical 

relatedness; they should thus lead us to the explication of the biological, cognitive basis of 

human language. 

 

We will start our discussion on what language is and what linguistics is about. We will then 

move on to the introduction of the basics of linguistic theories such as phonetics, phonology, 

morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics. Some technicality will be involved in this 

section. Although I will try to keep the formalism minimum, some of the technical concepts 

are unavoidable in discussing the science of language.  

 

NOTE: This is not a skill class. This class is more of a “language science” class than a 

language class. No background in linguistics is required. There is no Japanese language 

proficiency requirement, either, but we are going to deal with Japanese data, so workload will 

correlate with Japanese language proficiency (i.e., those with limited Japanese proficiency 

may have to work harder).   

ASSIGNMENTS: 

In addition to the assigned readings, two types of assignments will be required: exercises and 

short presentations. Some exercises will come from the course materials, and others may be 

announced on the course website. Exercises will be assigned on a weekly basis. Students are 

required to make two presentations during the semester on specific aspects of Japanese, 



utilizing some of the technical concepts introduced in class. Presentations raising open-ended 

questions are very welcome, as long as they lead to fruitful in-class discussions. 

 

The final essay will be assigned toward the end of the course. This assignment will require 

students to deal with a very specific topic or problem using concepts and techniques covered 

in the course, and to include some independent surveys on the Japanese language.  

EXAMS: 

There will be two midterm exams during the course. As mentioned above, there will also be a 

final essay assignment. 

GRADING 

Grades in this course will be based on the regular assignments (20%), presentations (20%), 

two exams (30%), final essay (20%), and in-class participation (10%).  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Class attendance and timely completion of assignments in the Year in Japan Program at 

Konan, whether the Japanese language or Japan Studies courses, is mandatory for all students.  

Students will be permitted two free, unexcused absences per semester. Additional unexcused 

absence will result in a lowering of the course grade for each day missed by three numerical 

points (for example, from 90 to 87).  Students with valid excuses such as approved medical 

reasons are expected to make up missing assignments and other classwork in a timely manner.  

Legitimate excuses for absence are normally limited to illness or accidents that require 

medical attention. Students must document all legitimate excuses.. 

A few final notes:  

1. This syllabus is subject to change. All changes will be announced in class or via the 

class web page.  

2. Please let me know as soon as possible if you need any special accommodations to help 

you do well in this class. 

3. I do not give grades of “incomplete”, so please plan on completing all work for the 

course during this semester. 

4. All work you submit must be your own, and must be written for this class (i.e., not 

recycled from another class or turned in for another class this semester). If you include 

ideas or words from someone else, they must be properly cited. If you are unclear about 

what needs to be cited or how to cite it, come and talk to me about it. Work not your 

own will be given a failing grade and may result in a failing grade for the course.  

 

 

 

 

Overview of the schedule 

1st section: Phonetics and Phonology 

 Midterm 1 will be given in February 

2nd section: Morphology and Syntax 

 Midterm 2 will be given in March or April 

3rd section: Semantics and Pragmatics 

 Final essay assignment will be announced 

 

Course website 

http://www.konan-u.ac.jp/hp/nakatani/JS/ 



Lecture Schedule  
1 Jan 11 (F) What is language? What is linguistics? Fromkin et al. pp. 3–16 

2 Jan 15 (T) Animal vs. human language Fromkin et al. pp. 21–27 

1st section: Phonetics, Phonology, and Morphology 

3 Jan 18 (F) Anatomy of speech sounds Fromkin et al. pp. 229–249 

4 Jan 22 (T) Properties of consonants in English and 

Japanese 

 (pp. 235–245) 

5 Jan 25 (F) Properties of vowels in English and Japanese  (pp. 246–249) 

6 Jan 29 (T) Mental sounds vs. physical sounds Fromkin et al. pp. 266–277 

––No classes on Feb 1 & 5–– 

7 Feb 8 (F) Assimilations and dissmilations  

8 Feb 12 (T) Rhythmic units in English and Japanese Tsujimura pp. 64–66 

9 Feb 15 (F) Basic concepts in morphology Fromkin et al. pp. 78-93, 

100-103 

10 Feb 19 (T) Morpho-phonological rules in Japanese  

––No class on Feb 22 (Study tour) and 26*–– 

11 Mar 1 (F) Review  

––No class on Mar 5 (break)–– 

12 Mar 8 (F) MIDTERM 1  

––No classes on Mar 12* & 15*–– 

2nd section: Syntax  

13, 

14 

Mar 19 (T) Mini-workshop on Japanese sounds & 

morphology (Time extended thru 16:10) 

 

––No classes on Mar 22* & 26*–– 

15 Mar 29 (F) Constituency Fromkin et al. pp. 129–148 

16 Apr 2 (T) Headedness and head parameter Fromkin et al. pp. 155–164 

17 Apr 5 (F) TP and CP  

18 Apr 9 (T) Argument structure and sentence comprehension  Carnie Ch.7, Kamide et al. 

147-150 

19 Apr 12 (F) Passive and other constructions / Review  

––No class on April 16 (break)–– 

20 Apr 19 (F) MIDTERM 2  

3rd section: Semantics and Pragmatics 

21 Apr 23 (T) Concepts and lexical meaning Carnie Ch.7, Kamide et al. 

147-150 

22 Apr 26 (F) Coming/going, giving Pinker pp. 172–206 

––No classes on Apr 30 & May 3–– 

23 May 7 (T) Naru vs. suru: A typology  

24 May 10 (F) Sense extension  

25 May 14 (T) Mini-workshop on Japanese syntax & semantics  
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