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all finally achieved our drca—ms\of

coming to Japan. For some, it was
a return trip; for others, it was a
completely new experience. Al-
though some of us came to Japan *

already as friends, as we all
gathered together new friendships
began to form. Upon our arrival,
we were welcomed with the beau-
tiful summer weather and moun-
tain scenery of Kobe.

Our first days were spent at the
Hotel Okura with a spectacular
view of downtown Kobe. We
were introduced at the welcome
party; taught at orientation;
guided around Konan campus;
and invited to join clubs. It was a
great way to begin the year and
get adjusted before meeting our
host families and beginning our
new lives in Japan.
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Throughout our time in Japan, we enjoyed&its many seasom.
In the fall, we started our classes and experienced f01c1"n
cyents like thc (J(:lm'm Karncval thn winter came, wc en-
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h the help of the KIEC, we alvmys had the opportlunlty
ct with our host fanulm ‘and fellow .Iftp'mcsc st~
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During ouPime in Japan, we hdve Iolm
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with not only each other, but wi

torygfiriends, and Japanese friends'a wull Many Ot us v

fin dBi haad to say goodbye to these :mponta'ﬁt-peopl =ut it

isfknownithat it is not a final goodbye, butf/a promise to sce

each olhel again. These bonds will st across the globe
AWi l not break or be halted
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-=;}<:6ya-san was our first big field trip of the year. By
/#Bus, we left early in the morning for our overnight
stay in the mountains. It was the first time we had fall
been gathered together since our arrival, now packed
into one large bus; conversations were long and I‘L{“] /

of laughter. J

While at Koya-san, weétayed atgone of the local mo‘nvg,,,
. il 490 . i
asteries, a new and unfamiliaregxperience for many,nf),-f
- . . . i
us: tatami mats, vegetarian cuisine, and Buddhist”

meditation were a few of the highlights from our trip.
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%{‘@‘i}és’ﬁi‘no and Nara was our
" *second field trip. On our bus
z  ride, students gave presentations
@‘ about the Yoshino and Nara. We
[9Y, visited Nara's most famous
| 120 ;
Litemple, Todaiji, and were-given a
s 7 b,
¥  personal tour by t_‘h%hea, Mo
. ~ . . SN~y &
“\ himself. This tlmé*;wkcfst-aycd‘ at'a
T big travel lodge withsa great |
open air bath and a delicious/ ~
nabe dinner to boot. Once again
we gathered early an'd sct/’o/‘-tf_._by:-w 3
bus to Yoshineg= W b5
e %& o’




P tamous Iltudly and IE‘IIEIOUS spots.
Z But ourrascent up the mountain was
1 more memorable. The momiji
yere incredible and as we kept
f |WdH\I'I g, the view expanded into a
¥ beautiful mountain vista7Even
“\though it was rainy-ai \
was a little wet, every
the great sight from the\{op of lhu,_.
mountdm (dlld not to menhon the
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Qurfinal field trlp/to Htroshtma was an action-packed, three-
day JourneyJWe ‘gathered together one-last time on a March
mornmg Arrivingby-Shinkansen, ofir first stop was Hiro-
shima's famous | JOKonomimura; Afterwards we visited some
\of Hiroshima's war.memorials and°museums, including the
Rsdome which.was the site-of the droppmg of the atomic
bomb Seeing the'dome was a movmg experience for every-
( /( one in their own way, and the museum and its grounds are
something to be long remembered.

Our remaining days were’ spent traveimg to Miyajima, Q\L
Iwakuni, and Hagi. The Sakura were in full,bloom, makirg
sights like Iwakuni’s famous bridge even, better Everyone
had a great time as we moved around from place to placé;
taking pictures of the scenery, friends, and the food. It wagd

the last field trip for the group, but it wa§lfull ofi laughtﬁand@

unforgettable memortesﬂ & ;




The ¥1J program is more t an
just Japan, it's an international’
rip across the world. Many ‘pre-
ectures and-countries are only a
SImpIe planeor train ride away.

sithis year.have taken
,dlcs Pro gram







